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SPEECH 


HON.  HENRY  MAY,  OF  MARYLAND, 


THE  WAE  AND  ARMING  NEGROES,  AND  FOR  PEACE 
AND  RECOGNITION; 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  FEBRUARY  2,  1863. 


.  ii;  House  having  under  consideration  bill  No.  675,  to 
iise  additional  soldiers  for  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
leiit — 

Mr.  MAY  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  respect  that  I  feel  for  the 
eople  of  the  State  I  in  part  represent,  my  knowl- 
dge  of  their  feelings,  their  interests,  anil,  I  be- 
^e,  their  ultimate  determination,  require  me 
"state  some  objections  to  this  measure.  Sir, 
/ith  respect  to  the  relations  of  this  question  as  a 
leasure  of  Federal  power,  I  am  dismissed  from 
11  obligation  to  consider  it.  As  a  manifestation 
f  military  strength,  these  measures  are  simply 
reposterous.  As  an  evidence  of  national  policy, 
ley  are  eminently  disgraceful.  Sir,  they  will  fail, 
nd  the  enlightened  opinion  of  mankind  will  pro- 
ounce  upon  the  attempt  a  condign  judgment.  To 
s  who  are  familiar  with  the  characteristics  of  the 
tfrican  race,  these  theories  that  sentimental  gen- 
emen  on  the  other  side  so  frequently  present  but 
erve  to  amuse.  Their  ideas  of  the  perfectibility 
f  the  negro  are  another  lesson  to  instruct  us  in 
lat  mortal  presumption  which  raises  questions 
^ith  eternal  power,  and  challenges  the  plans  of 
le  Creator. 

Sir,  I  never  hear  these  platitudes  sounded  in  this 
lull  and  intended  to  elevate  the  negro  to  the  same 
cale  of  being  with  the  white  man,  without  recog- 
lizing  an  attempt  to  overthrow  those  gradations 
/hich  He  has  established  in  the  distributions  of 
itellect,  and  am  reminded  of  the  admonitions  of 
hat  noble  Essay  on  Man,  which  I  beg  leave  now 
J  repeat  for  the  edification  of  these  gentlemen: 

"  Go,  wiser  thou,  and  in  thy  scale  of  sense 
Wbigh  thy  opinion  against  Providence, 
Call  imperfection  what  thou  fanciest  such  ; 
Say,  here  he  gives  too  little,  there  too  much. 
Destroy  all  creatures  for  thy  sport  or  gust, 
And  cry,  if  man's  unhappy,  God's  unjust ; 
If  man  alone  engross  not  Heaven's  high  care, 
Alone  made  mortal  here,  immortal  there. 
Snatch  from  His  hand  the  balance  and  the  rod, 
Rejiulge  His  justice,  be  the  god  of  God." 

Sir,  we  who  recognize  the  amiable  disposition 
■  the  domesticated  African,  his  inert  nature,  his 
lovenly  habits,  his  clumsiness,  his  want  of  vigi- 


lance, and  his  timidity,  know  that  of  all  human 
beings  he  presents  the  least  qualifications  for  a 
soldier.  Go  to  your  soldiers  at  Port  Royal, New 
Orleans,  or  Hampton,  and  ask  them  what  they 
think  of  this,  and  they  will  tell  you  that  the  efl!'ort 
to  erect  the  domesticated  African  into  a  soldier  is 
a  preposterous  exhibition  of  human  presumption 
and  folly.  Mr.  Speaker,  we  are  informed  that  his 
sable  majesty,  the  King  of  Dahomey,  has  raised 
up  around  him,  in  the  savage  instincts  of  his  race, 
an  army  tremendously  invincible,  but  cruel  be- 
yond all  parallel  in  the  records  of  history,  savage 
or  civilized.  Is  it  the  King  of  Dahomey  whose 
example  is  to  be  presented  here,  for  our  adoption 
in  this  enlightened,  civilized,  and  Christian  land.' 
Do  gentlemen  consider,  when  they  refer  to  in- 
stances of  the  employment  of  the  negro  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  or  by  that  great  commander  at 
New  Orleans,  that  there  he  was  engaged  in  fight- 
ing on  the  side  of  his  virtues?  And  do  they  not 
see  that  the  proposition  here  is  an  attempt  to  array 
him  on  the  side  of  his  vices,  and  make  him  emu- 
late the  ferocious  displays  of  the  King  of  Daho-. 
mey,  or  the  horrors  of  San  Domingo  ? 

The  people  of  Maryland  recoil  with  abhorrence 
from  a  proposition  that  may  lead  to  such  results. 
They  are  startled  by  it.  The  civilized,  enlight- 
ened, and  Christianized  world  will  condemn  to 
unmitigated  scorn  that  legislation  which  would 
plant  on  our  statute-books  a  measure  so  infamous 
and  infernal.  Do  we  not  recollect  the  thrill  of 
instinctive  emotion  with  which  we  have  listened,, 
when  children,  to  the  rehearsal  of  that  noble 
philippic  which  Lord  Chatham  delivered  against 
the  proposition  to  employ  savages  in  the  war 
against  our  forefathers  ?  The  impulses  which  re- 
sponded to  the  noble  eloquence  of  that  great  ora- 
tor were  but  the  strong  and  emphatic  admonitions 
of  nature,  which  should  ever  guard  us  against 
measures  so  revolting  to  humanity.  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  rather  than  these  furies  shall 
be  let  loose  upon  our  countrymen  "  like  Ate  fresh 
from  hell,"  the  people  of  my  State  will  plant 
themselves  in  a  defiant  opposition  to  those  who, 
regardless  of  every  obligation  both  human  and 


divine,  have  guiiiinontil  such  demoniacal  agencies 
to  inaintttiii  their  power. 

But,  (Sir,  inde|ieiideiitly  of  tlie  grounds  of  objec- 
tion I  have  stated,  I  nn»  also  opiiosed  to  this  meas- 
ure hecuuse  I  am  opposed  to  the  war.  I  wish 
briefly  to  present  my  view.s  on  tliis  ground  of  ob- 
jection. I  wish  to  do  so  with  a  feeling  of  pro- 
found grief  for  the  situation  of  our  ctniiitry.  No 
views  of  a  personal  nature,  no  feelings  of  resenl- 
aunt  or  of  disappointment  shall  mingle  with  iny 
ihought.s;  no  eapiious  criticisms,  nor  yet  a  fac- 
tious design,  shall  mar  the  sincere  views  that  I 
now  propose  to  present.  I  aptiroach  with  diffi- 
dence and  apprehension  the  appalling  condition  of 
our  bleeding  country,  and  see — 

"  lluw  iKtiiiiiis  sink,  liy  darling  sclieines  opprcsMod, 
When  Vengeance  N.^tens  to  ilic  fool's  request." 

I  would  avoid  the  contemplation  of  its  suffer- 
ings, and,  if  I  could  deny  the  claims  of  duty,  for- 
bear to  try  the  difficult  and  embarrassing  path 
before  me. 

i  came  here  a  Renresentative  of  peace  and  com- 
promise, and  the  uetermined  adversary  of  mili- 
tary coercion.  No  party  claimed  my  nomination, 
but  a  short  statement  of  my  views  wasaccepted, 
and  the  people  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  be- 
stowed their  confiden<-e  and  elected  me.  No  party 
bailed  my  election,  and  I  entered  this  Hall  a  Rep- 
resentative of  conciliation,  an  independent  Re(i- 
resentative.  Foreseeing  the  futility  of  arms  in 
such  a  contest  as  was  then  impending,  and  believ- 
ing that  the  ruin  which  now  seems  so  inevitable 
would  follow  the  cruel  strife  that  was  to  cleave 
ojieri  the  hearts  of  kindred  and  of  countrymen  by 
each  other's  hands,  in  countless  numbers,  I  have 
opposed  and  voted  against  every  measuie  of  this 
war.  Not  a  drop  of  the  blood  of  my  countrymen 
rests  upon  me.  An  advocate  of  peace  from  the 
first  and  always,  let  no  man,  now  that  the  sor- 
rows of  our  nation  risi;up  to  Heaven  appealing  for 
its  sanctions,  challenge  or  condemn  iny  devotion 
to  its  real  interests. 

At  the  first  called  session  of  tliis  Congress,  and 
'after  the  terrible  lesson  of  Manassas  had,  as  I 
fontlly  hoped,  opened  through  the  vistas  of  a 
bloody  and  hopeless  future  of  strife  the  contem- 
plation of  peace,  I  fell  it  was  my  duty  to  propose, 
at  once,  a  plan  of  adjustment.  I  did  so;  but  it 
met  with  no  favor  here.*     Passion  was  yet  longer 


•  At  tlie  ivtra  s<?s 
ttic  lo4li. Willi.',  i-<-'- 
Thirtv-i^ivciiili  (.•i)ii| 

"  \ViKreaslli.tii.\ 
ic«  was  crc;ili'd  liv  il 


i«ii  of  tills  (.'ongres!!, Mr.  May  offered 
('iiiigri-ssional  Globe,  firjt  fiossloii, 
r.-.-^.  pa(je-)45:) 

1  iiiiii.-iii  iifilu-  I'nited  States  of .Aiiier- 
i  wrilti'ii  <'iiii-tiniliiin,  and  derived  its 


.  ju«t  powers  alone  from  the  con-^.-nt  <>(  the  people 
itained  in  llint  insliuiiient,  and  it  has  no  other  iHiwer.'.  and 
force  and  arms  can  neither  preserve  nor  rightfully  he  per-  |i 
mitlcd  to  violate  itH  Coiistiliition  under  any  autliurily  what-  ,  i 
Bocver ;  and  whereas  W'ashinston  and  other  ?rcal  >:i;.'is  and  j 
putrinlH,  who  founded  our  (JenernI  tJoveriinieiit,  snleninly  ■: 
warning  their  counlr>UH-n.  pr edielid  lu  deslnietiim  from  i 
Itic  uiialilishuieiit  of  n  sectional  |Hditieal  party;  .-nid  they  j 
al»o  entreated  a  spirit  of  compromise  whenever  necessary  | 
to  preserve  the  rnliin  ;  and  whereas  a  civil  war  now  exists  | 
amonK  the  Stale*  nhl^ti  have  heen  united, and  which,  hav  '  I 
ioc  already  pmsirated  the  peace,  proiii>ertiy,and  liappincs:!  || 
of  llie  |M-ople,  and  destroyed  many  valuable  cilii^ens,  now  || 
thmateiiM  their  destruetion  in  countless  nuiiihers,  and  by  its  ^  | 
Incviuble  leiulenry,  if  iii't  necissitv,  the  final  overthrow  of  ' 
fr«e  constiluHinial  go^■ernlnerlt :  TJierefore,  I 

•'  I.  Hf  II  rtfolcrJ,  'fhut  ilie  success  of  the  Kepuhlican  jl 
party,  founded,  as  It  l*,  on  a  sectional,  social,  and  political  .1 


to  rule  the  sad  destinies  of  our  once  happy  land; 
and  anger,  hate,  revenge,  cold,  calculating  ava- 
rice, too,  and  foul  corruption,  tainting  the  very  air, 
these  were  yet  to  hold  an  undisputed  sway. 

Sir,  it  will  be  recollected  that  I  then  predicted  the 
employment  "  of  the  cruel  and  merciless  means" 
thai  are  now  presented  for  our  adoption.  And  my 
Democratic  friend.-i  will  do  me  the  justice  to  recol- 
lect the  earnest  effort  1  made  to  waiii  them  against 
becoming  pledged  to  the  support  of  a  war  "  which 
would  require  them  to  disguise  their  civilization 
with  the  paint  of  the  savage,  and  pursuing  the  war 
pathsof  this  Administiation,  seize  the  tomahawk 
and  scalping  knife,"  results  from  which  ihey  now 
so  instinctively  recoil. 

The  present  condition  of  our  country  can  find 
no  parallel  in  history.  In  vain  can  an  example 
be  searched  for.  A  people  the  freest  and  happiest 
of  the  earth,  we  were  blessed  with  the  beat  Gov- 
ernment that  ever  has  or  will  exist.  Providence 
seemed  to  have  preserved  our  continent  undis- 
covered until  the  progress  of  the  principles  of  fvee 
government  were  sufficiently  matured  by  the  wise 
and  good  of  the  earth  to  make  America  the  ap- 
pointed place  for  their  development  and  happy 
trial.     The  circumstances  of  our  settlement,  the 

question,  is  justly  responsible  for  the  origin  of  our  present 
national  uiisfurtu'nes. 

"  2.  That  the  uncompromising  spirit  hitherto  manifested 
liy  the  representatives  of  that  party  has  prevented  a  peace- 
ful compromise  and  adjnsiment  of  our  unhappy  difficulties 
when  the  same  was  practicable.  ^ 

"3.  That  if  the  present  war  continues,  the  only  tiafe^ 
and  refuge  of  coiistitutionul  goveriiineiu  and  civil  liberty 
will  be  found  in  the  coiistitiilions  and  sovereignly  of  the 
several  States,  and  afterwards,  through  them,  the  only  hope 
of  a  future  and  more  liaruionious  reconstruction  of  the 
Ifnion. 

"  4.  That  it  i.s  impossible  by  arms  to  subjugate  the  people 
of  the  seceded  States,  united  as  they  are  in  such  numbers, 
so  fully  prepared  and  resolved,  and  actuated  byjnotives 
which  represent  the  just  piide  and  dignity  of  equals,  of 
trained  freemen,  of  .\mericMn  citizens;  and  also  believing, 
a<  ihey  do  to  a  man,  that  State,  home,  wife,  children,  prop- 
erty, all  and  every  security  and  benefit  of  Government  is  at 
stake,  and  that  the  most  cruel  and  merciless  uieans,  forced 
by  the  necessities  of  an  exhausting  and  desolating  war,  are 
to  be  employed  against  them. 

"5.  That  in  view  of  all  these  public  calamities,  and  to 
avoid  them,  recognizing  the  necessities  which  control, 
human  affairs,  as  our  fathers  nf  the  Revolution  did,  it  ^>^r- 
comesthe  duty  of  Congress,  before  il  closes  its  present  ses- 
sion, to  provide  t"or  the  appointment  of  c(Mninissioners  to 
procure  au  armistice  between  the  contending  armies,  and 
restore  peace  at  all  event-*;  and  who  shall  be  empowered 
to  arrange  a  compromise  to  preserve  the  Union,  if  possible; 
but  if  not,  then  a  peaceful  separation  of  the  respective 
States  of  tin;  Union,  as  well  such  .ts  now  claim  to  have  se- 
ceded, as  others  which  may  by  the  s(jvercigii  will  of  their 
citizens  also  hereafter  ordain  to  secede  ;  and  tli:it  the  said 
ciMniiiissioiiers  be  solemnly  enjoined  so  to  conduct  Iheir 
negotiations  as  lo  obtain,  if  possible,  in  the  future,  a  happy, 
harmoniuus,  and  perpetual  reconstruction  of  cjur  Union  of 
Suites. 

".Mr.  BiNonv.v.     I  propose  to  debate  iliat  resolution. 

••The  SpKAKKR.     Then  It  must  go  over. 

••  .Mr.  Mw.  1  move  to  suspend  the  rules,  tor  the  pur- 
pose of  allowing  the  resolution  to  be  considered  at  this  lime. 

'•  Mr.  l.o  VKJOY.  1  raise  a  question  upon  the  reception  of 
the  resolution,  that  it  Is  not  wiUiin  the  order  adopted  by 
the  llouie  at  the  eommcncementnf  tlie  session. 

"Tlie  Sfkakkr.  Thegentleman  froniMaryland  moves 
lo  suspend  the  rules,  which  is  in  order,  il  being  within  Uie 
last  t«n  days  of  the  session. 

'•  Mr.  .May  d'liiandcd  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  his  motion 
to  BUiipeiid  the  rules. 

'•  The  yeas  and  nays  were  noiordered  ;  only  seven  mem- 
beni  having  voted  iberefor." 


various  types  of  the  early  emigrants, the  differences 
of  religion,  of  liabits,  manners,  customs,  and  in- 
stitutions, all  these  conspired  to  help  the  iiopeful 
problem.  And  when  the  purifying  fires  of  our 
glorious  Revolution  lit  up  the  high  motives  and 
exalted  the  natures  that  made  the  patriot  and  the 
hero  of  1789,  then  all  that  Heaven  could  do,  and 
more  than  it  had  ever  before  vouclisafed  to  man, 
was  done,  to  erect  the  noblest  structure  of  a  free 
government  that  had  blessed  the  earth.  Those 
patriot  heroes  did  the  rest.  Consummate  wisdom 
and  a  noble  disinterestedness  of  purpose,  guided 
by  moderation,  conciliation,  and  a  spirit  of  com- 
promise, enabled  these  great  men  to  fini.sh  the 
grand  work  of  our  majestic  Constitution.  Those 
who  came  next  after  them  imitated  their  virtues 
and  followed  their  example.  The  Government 
of  the  United  States  flourished,  expanded,  and 
became  at  length  the  admitted  equal  of  the  great- 
est ofearthly  Powers,  the  most  admired  of  nations, 

"  Tlie  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave." 

Unexampled  prosperity  and  power  had  been 
gained.  The  oppressed  of  the  world  hailed  our 
asylum  of  liberty,  and  the  divine  right  of  mon- 
archs  began  *'  to  pale  its  ineffectual  fires"  before 
the  i^diant  splendor  of  our  new  Republic.  The 
present  and  the  future,  the  citizen  and  the  sojourn- 
er, the  emigrant,  the  sighing  children  of  Nberty 
everywhere  hailed  our  United  States  as  the  per- 
fection of  human  government. 
f  But,  sir,  the  necessities  of  labor  and  the  cupidity 
of  commerce  sowed  the  fatal  seeds  of  our  discord. 
The  ill-fated  children  of  Africa,  though  led  out 
from  the  captivity  of  barbarism,  darkened  as  by 
a  shadow  the  bright  focus  of  our  cultivation  and 
finally  have  eclipsed  it,  and  strangely  and  mysteri- 
ously the  barbarism  of  Africa  seems  about  to  sub- 
due the  civilization  of  America. 

African  slavery  was  established  in  all  the  colo- 
nies, and  those  who  are  now  engaged  in  destroying 
it  have  inherited  and  enjoyed  the  wealth  it  helped 
to  create.  Climate  and  soil  unsuiied  to  the  negro 
slave  banished  him  from  New  England  and  the 
North  to  the  warmer  regions  of  the  South,  and 
"  a  compensated  emancipation"  from  a  fruitless 
dominion  fully  satisfied  all  the  demands  of  con- 
science or  humanity.  There  was  then  no  sin  in 
bringing  these  human  chattels  from  their  native 
shores — in  originating  their  sad  enslavement,  or 
in  parting  from  it  for  money.  "  Tiie  precious  price 
told  down"  then  purged  the  moral  sight,  and  sla- 
very stood  only  revealed  in  hideous  wickedness 
when  interest  stepped  aside  and  was  released.  Sir, 
foreseeing  this  result  and  fearing  it,  the  founders 
of  our  system  provided  every  security  against  it. 
Before  the  Union  could  be  established,  the  strong- 
est and  most  binding  covenants  that  man  can  make 
in  forms  of  government  were  provided,  and  faith, 
sacred  faith  in  these  guards  of  slavery  were  mu- 
tually given  and  accepted.  No  stronger  obligation 
can  man  give  to  man  than  our  Constitution  pro- 
vides for  this.  It  is  in  vain,  sir,  to  consider  any 
other  or  further  guarantees.  If  these  be  not  strong 
enough,  if  faitli  such  as  this  is  to  be  broken,  then 

lere  is  nothing  of  human  institution  that  can  en- 
dun^,  and  we  find  the  inevitable  end  of  free  con- 
sented Government. 


The  sin  of  slavery,  if  it  be  such,  may  be  car- 
ried by  a  "higher  law"  to  heaven ;  but  here  upon 
this  earth  of  ours,  faith,  the  bond,  the  law,  the 
Constitution — these  are  its  justifications.  Sir,  our 
present  national  afflictions  arc  the  direct  results  of 
an  intermeddling  spirit  at  the  North.  Over  and 
over  again  have  the  slaveholding  States  argued, 
remonstrated,  appealed  in  every  way,  by  every 
effort,  to  restrain  the  aggressive  spirit  of  the  North 
from  these  invasions  on  its  rights  of  domestic  sla- 
very, and  though  often  passion  has  defied  andde- 

I  nounced  its  progress,  reason  has  not  failed  to  use 
its  persuasive  power.  Compromise  after  compro- 
mise has  been  made,  in  the  hope  of  averting  or 
postponing  the  evil  day  of  apprehended  separa- 
tion. Sir,  the  convulsions  of  these  attempts  were 
the  disregarded  warnings  of  our  present  calamity. 
For  years,  for  many  years,  have  patient,  thought- 
ful statesmen  and  patriots  from  North  and  South, 
in  most  impressive  lessons,  warned  our  country- 

I  men,  and  predicted  our  present  situation  as  the 
inevitable  result  of  these  aggressions.  But,  alas, 
in  vain.  Instigated  by  the  earnestness  and  suc- 
cess of  a  small  btU  mischievous  party  of  fanatics, 
the  lust  of  political  power  at  the  North  at  length 
seized  upon  tiie  subject  of  slavery,  and  employed 
its  humanitarian  aspects  for  the  mere  sake  of 
office  or  the  rewards  of  party  success,  regardless 
of  all  the  most  sacred  obligations  of  Government. 
Thus  establishing  a  general  and  defiant  spirit  of 
lawlessness  that,  habitually  aggressing  upon  the 
plainest  rights  of  equality,  left  no  hope  of  future 
peace  and  security  to  the  South.  And  while  sla- 
very was  to  be  abolished  at  all  events,  yet  no  one 
among  its  wisest  enemies  at  the  North  was  able  to 
discover  a  practicable  plan  for  the  future  dispo.sal 
of  the  emancipated  slave;  nor,  sir,  to  this  liour 
has  any  such  plan  been  provided.  And  while  the^ 
non-siaveholding  States  are  equally  responsible 
for  the  existence  of  slavery  among  us,  and  are  con- 
fessedly unable  to  relieve  its  evils — if  such  there 
are — and  the  slaveholding  States  are  equally  pow- 

i  erless  to  remove  them,  we  yet  find  that  such  plans 
of  alleviation  and  ultimate  relief  as  the  policy  of 

'  their  laws  or  schemes  of  colonization  have  at- 
tempted have  been  thwarted  by  the  mischievous 
de.signs  of  the  people  of  the  North.  The  more  im- 
proved and  cultivated  black  man  being  refused  a 
residence  among  them  by  the  policy  of  the  laws 
of  some  of  the  free  States,  resulting  from  tiie  evils 
attending  such  residence,  yet  nevertheless  these 
disinterested  citizens  of  such  States  would  inflict 

[  the  greater  evils  of  a  permanent  abode  of  the  half- 

j  civilized    negro  among   the  people  of  the  South. 

I  Delivering  themselves  by  a  gradual  process  from 
the  evils  attending  the  abolition  of  slavery,  they 
propose,  suddenly  and  without  preparation,  to  set 
free  tiie  slaves  of  the  South,  and  bring  inevitable 
ruin  upon  the  interests  dependent  upon  their  la- 
bor. Nay,  more  than  this,  would  instigate  the 
forceful  brutal  passions  of  the  slave,  on  princi- 
ples "  of  self-defense,"  as  the  proclamation  in- 
sidiously presents  it,  to  take  the  torch,  or  poison, 
or  the  knife  against  sleeping  wife  and  children. 
Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  the  settled  conviction  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  South  that  such 
were  the  plans  of  tlie  people  of  the  North,  and 
that  the  Federal  power  was  to  be  the  instrument 


of  such  savage  aggressions,  that  caused  the  se- 
cession of  their  States.  Thejr  telt,  and  all  who 
understand  the  subject  know  liow  just  and  naturni 
was  the  feeling,  that  such  a  slate  of  constant  and 
increasing  apprehension  had  rendered  tiie  influ- 
ence of  the  General  Government  insupportahle. 
Thev  felt  that  not  only  Government,  but  even  life 
itself  was  not  worth  having  upon  the  terms  of 
such  habitual  strife,  anxiety,  and  alarm.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States  had  tailed,  or 
was  about  to  fail,  in  those  great  objects  of"  es- 
tablishing justice,"  "  insuring  domestic  tranquil- 
lity," and  "  promoting  the  general  welfare," and 
whicli  concerned  so  vitally  their  rights  and  hap- 
piness; and  they  resolved  to  separate  from  a  Gov- 
ernment they  could  no  longer  either  trust  or  en- 
dure. Sir,  they  did  complain  of  the  injustice  that 
sectional  interestsof  manufactures  or  of  commerce 
had  inflicted;  but  the  influence  of  this  complaint, 
while  it  added  to  theprevailing  discontent  by  as- 
cribing a  selfish  and  domineering  spirit  to  the 
North,  ofiensive  to  ideas  of  equality,  and  raising 
up  views  of  incompatible  and  conflicting  interests, 
yet  these  causes  alone  could  never  have  separated 
our  Union. 

If  the  existence  of  these  destructive  influences 
has  been  heretofore  denied,  is  there  not  now  too 
much  reason  to  feel  convinced  that,  however  con- 
cealed, they  have  existed.'  Do  not  the  feelings 
and  motives  that  are  signified  in  these  measures 
now  jiresented,  and  in  the  kindred  transactions 
of  Congress  and  the  Executive,  give  «very  true 
lover  of  republican  government  the  right  to  say 
that  what  was  a  rebellion  against  law  now  stands 
justified  before  God  and  the  nations  of  the  earth 
as  a  revolution  against  the  most  direful  oppres- 
sions that  have  ever  threatened  mankind.'  Hnp- 
r  pily,  however,  sir,  those  whom  the  calamities  of 
war  have  most  afflicted  are  to  be  spared  the  terri- 
ble vengeance  now  denounced  against  them,  and 
the  menaces  of  the  proclamation  and  of  these  mens- 
ures  are  turned  into  an  invincible  sword  of  de- 
fense. But  loyal  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Missou- 
ri, and  Delaware,  these  so  iiroclaimud  and  praised 
for  their  devotion,  are  to  be  the  victims;  faithful 
and  defenseless,  the  sword  of  the  presidential 
wrath  pierces  their  vitals  through  the  sides  of  the 
Ijleeding  Constitution  which  they  have  so  faith- 
fully supported. 

1  repeat,  it  was  the  settled  conviction  of  the 
southern  slavelmlding  States  that  an  "irrt^jires- 
sible  conflict"  did  actually  exist  between  them 
omI  the  people  and  Stales  of  the  North,  and  which 
..as  promoted  by  the  latter  that  "all  must  be  free 
■  r  all  slave;"  "  that  a  house  divided  against 
Itself  canuot  stand."  Sir,  it  was  the  conviction 
forced  upon  the  people  of  the  South  that  these 
emphatic  enunciations  of  ojtinion  were  but  the 
slogans  of  an  inevitable  oppression  that  was  fast 
approaching,  was  then  in  eflect  inaugurated  with 
autliority  and  power,  which  could  not  be  averted, 
and  would,  unless  at  once  resisted,  attack  tind 
destroy  their  sacred  rights  of  personal  liberty,  of 
personal  security,  and  private  projicrly,  the  fun- 
damental rights  of  man,  and  for  which  if  he  will 
not  give  battle  he  deserves  to  lose. 

They  believed  that  the  North  wasubolitionized, 
and  had  consequently  abjured  the  obligations  of 


any  covenant  with  slavery,  however  solemnly 
made.  This  it  was  that  made  them  renounce 
their  allegiance  and  withdraw  from  the  Union. 
Before  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  world  they 
opened  their  heartsand  resolved  to  ofler  up  to  Him 
the  responsibilities  of  their  cause  upon  the  field 
of  liattle.  Sir,  have  not  enough  bleeding  souls 
testified  to  these  convictions  in  heaven  already  .' 
Have  we  not,  their  countrymen,  their  fellow- 
men,  received  enough  assurance  of  their  sincerity, 
their  devotion,  their  power?  Must  this  desola- 
ting war  yet  go  on  .- 

This  solemn  and  momentous  inquiry  now  tor- 
tures the  thoughts  and  anxieties  of  the  just  and 
the  good.  I  am  persuaded  that  the  voice  of  ull 
civilized  and  disinterested  men  is  now  on  the  side 
of  peace — peace  on  any  terms  consistent  with  our 
liberties  and  honor. 

Let  me,  sir,  briefly  explore,  with  hopeful  view, 
this  pleasing  inquiry — 

'■  The  cau.-:e  of  truth  and  human  weal, 
()  God  iibi.ve, 
Transfer  it  from  the  f;word's  appeal 
To  peace  and  love.'' 

Before  I  venture  upon  this,  I  wish  to  declare  in 
all  candor,  as  I  ought  to  do,  my  settled  convic- 
tion that  the  people  of  the  confederated  Slates  will 
never  again  consent  to  restore  our  political  Union. 
I  believe  that  their  universal  determination  upon 
this  point  is  final.  They  will  not  again  put  their 
trust  in  the  guarantees  of  a  written  Constitution 
with  the  people  of  the  North.  They  have  triej 
it  fairly,  and  it  has  failed.  Sir,  they  behove,  and 
I  believe,  that  there  is  established  a  fixed  and  un- 
alterable antagonism  between  the  sections  where 
slavery  is  and  is  not  allowed,  and  that  no  future 
political  Union,  as  long  as  slavery  exists,  can 
ever  be  maintained  between  them  upon  any  basis 
whatever. 

It  is  folly  now  to  expect  it.  The  part  of  wi.s- 
dom  and  of  duty  requires  us  to  accept  this  irre- 
versible conclusion;  and  however  it  may  disap- 
point our  hopes  or  interests,  or  mortify  our  pride, 
we  ought  at  once,  in  the  [irecept  of  our  own  great 
Declaration  of  independence,"  to  acquiesce  in  the 
necessity  that  denounces  our  separation;"  to  cast 
the  plans  of  our  future  by  the  light  it  yet  aflbrds, 
or  midnight  darkness  and  utter  ruin  may  ere  long 
claim  our  republican  destinies. 

Mr.  Speaker,  that  eminent  and  far-seeing  states- 
man, the  late  Judge  Douglas,  avowed  to  me  iii 
April  preceding  his  death,  his  solemn  conviction 
that  our  political  Union  was  at  an  end.  1  violate 
no  confidence  in  repeating  hisopinions, since  heas- 
surcil  me  it  was  his  purpose  to  publish  his  views 
at  an  early  day;  and  if  the  sequel  of  his  life  may 
seem  in  conflict  with  these  views  there  are  those 
among  his  personal  friends  here  on  this  floor,  who 
can  reconcile  his  conduct,  and  show  the  conform- 
ity of  his  plans  with  a  peaceful  though  it  might 
be  a  revolutionary  sol  utionofour  national  troubles. 
Judge  Douglas,  on  that  occasion,  read  to  me  an 
elaborate  essay  that  he  told  me  had  cost  him  more 
thought  and  labor  than  any  work  of  his  life;  that 
he  feared  it  was  too  long,  and  he  wished  both  to 
abridge  and  simplify  it,  so  that  it  might  be  rei. 
and  understood  by  all;  that  he  would  revise  it  .it, 
Chicagoandthengiveittohiscountrymen.  Death, 


alas !  denied  this  most  patriotic  design.  That  es- 
say ascribed  our  present  situation  to  the  aggres- 
sive spirit  of  northern  abolitionism.  It  declared 
his  conviction  that  the  union  of  our  States  as  ori- 
ginally formed  and  tnaintained  was  finally  de- 
stroyed, and  no  political  union  could  exist  again 
between  the  free  and  the  slaveholding  States;  that 
such  an  idea  must  be  abandoned,  and  a  commer- 
cial union,  founded  upon  the  plan  generally  of  the 
zollverein  of  the  States  of  Germany,  be  accepted 
as  the  only  practicable  arrangement  to  secure  peace 
now  and  liereafter.  That  masterly  paper,  every 
word  of  which  I  heard  read  by  himself,  and  which 
since  his  death  I  have  endeavored  in  vain  to  pro- 
cure for  the  benefit  of  its  wise  counsels  to  our 
countrymen,  fully  explained  the  plan,  operation, 
and  results  of  the  zollverein,  and  showed  how, 
with  certain  modifications,  it  could  be  adapted  to 
sustain  all  those  principal  causes  and  influences 
which  have  hitherto  made  the  United  States  the 
happiest  and  most  prosperous  of  nations. 

And  now,  sir,  let  me  inquire  what  has  been 
gained  by  the  prosecution  of  the  war  ?  With  an 
enormous  disparity  of  forces  and  resources  in  fa- 
vor of  the  Federal  Government,  are  we  nearer  the 
end  of  the  conflict  than  wlien  we  begun.'  Docs 
the  present  prospect  of  military  affairs  give  en- 
couragement of  a  speedy  or  even  successful  term- 
ination of  the  strife  .'  It  must  be  confessed  by  all 
candid  minds  that  these  inquiries  cannot  be  an- 
swered in  a  way  favorable  to  the  cause  of  the 
Union.  Besides  the  results  of  a  few  ineffectual 
victories,  the  inva.sion  of  the  enemy's  country, 
and  the  capture  of  New  Orleans  or  less  important 
towns,  what  has  been  done  but  to  destroy  or  maim 
thousands  of  lives,  and  waste  and  consume  mil- 
lions of  property,  and  entail  upon  ourselves  and 
posterity  the  burdens  of  an  insupportable  taxa- 
tion ?  The  present  generation  of  young,  gallant, 
and  hopeful  men,  with  all  their  divine  right  to  a 
long  and  happy  life,  cut  down  like  grass  before 
the  scythe,  and  scattered  in  unknown  graves,  and 
the  ijextgeneration,  already  bowed  with  affliction, 
and  struggling  from  the  loss  of  those  whose  pro- 
tecting hands  this  desolating  war  has  folded  be- 
neath the  sod,  they,  too,  must  add  to  their  griefs 
the  toilsome  burdens  of  a  life-long  taxation,  and 
dying  transmit  it  to  their  children's  children. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  the  judgment  of  the  im- 
partial nations  of  Europe  has  already  pronounced 
this  war  a  failure.  Are  we  too  vain  or  too  proud  to 
be  instructed  by  these  testimonies  before  our  eyes? 
Must  multiplying  visions  of  the  dead,  the  dying, 
the  maimed,  or  wounded,  or  sick  yet  pass  in  end- 
less procession  before  our  sorrowing  eyes.'  Are 
our  ears  yet  longer  to  be  filled  with  the  agonies  of 
the  poor  chilled  fireside  and  home.'  Are  our  tears 
still  to  flow  for  these  broken  hearts,  these  bereaved 
women  and  little  children?  And,  sir,  are  we  here 
again  to  measure  the  toils  and  miseries  of  bowed 
down  labor  in  renewing  exhausting  tax  bills  or 
repeating  schemes  of  revenue  ?  I  trust  not;  but 
hope,  by  the  favor  of  Heaven,, we  may  at  once  be 
spared  these  horrors,  and  rejoice  to  see  once  more 
the  halcyon  gleams  of  peace. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  war  is  logo  on  it  can  only 
end  on  the  one  hand  in  the  subjugation  of  the 
South,  followed  by  perpetual  strife,  and  the  ex- 


termination of  the  white  or  black  race,  the  evil 
of  an  immense  standing  army,  and  the  utter  o 
tinction  of  civil  liberty  there  if  not  here;  or  on  th 
other,  in  recognition  of  the  confederate  State 
as  a  nation,  followed,  if  we  are  wise,  by  reestal; 
lished  intercourse  and  commercial  relations,  re( 
onciling  conflicting  interests,  which,  while  pr( 
serving  peace  at  home,  will  at  the  same  tim 
secure  a  union  against  foreign  aggression,  an 
be  the  only  means,  by  the  softening  influences 
presents,  of  restoring  any  political  relations  i 
the  future.  Sir,  a  commercial  union  is  all  thati 
left  for  us  to  consider;  apolitical ufiion  is  utterl 
impossible.  The  sovereignty  of  the  States,  the! 
constitutions  and  laws,  the  complete  systems  ( 
government  ordained  and  maintained  by  them  wi 
secure  every  political  right,  or  if  not,  the  delegate 
powers  of  the  Federal  or  confederate  systems  ma 
accomplish  this.  The  material  interests,  the  bei 
efits  of  commerce,  will  be  developed  and  secure 
by  an  American  zollverein,  while  the  moral  c 
.social  antagonisms  which  have  produced  the  wai 
or  are  produced  by  it,  will  find  their  only  prote< 
tion  in  the  authorities  of  international  law;  an 
all  the  sin  of  slavery,  all  accountability  for  it  her 
and  hereafter,  will  be  forever  washed  away  froi 
the  shrinking  and  sensitive  souls  of  the  North. 

Separation,  recognition-,  dissolving  finally  a 
political  and  moral  relations  with  the  non-slavt 
holding  States,  now  offers  the  healing  balm  to  th 
wounded  breast  of  the  political  abolitionist.  Th 
earnest  struggles  his  devotion  has  made  attest;  it 
intensity  in  the  council  and  the  field,  aiul  the  Go 
of  battles  who  hath  watched  his  glowing  zeal  wi 
vindicate  the  heroism  of  his  efforts.  Let  his  cor 
science  then  be  calmed. 

Sir,  the  domestic  law — the  Constitution  and  ii 
paper  sanctions — has  proved  too  weak  for  huma 
passion — or  conscience,  if  you  please — and  thela^ 
of  nations  and  its  dread  arbiter,  the  sword,  muf 
hereafter  keep  the  peace  of  our  North  America 
continent. 

J  Mr.  Speaker,  what  can  this  civil  war  accoit 
plish?  If  the  experience  of  the  past  may  answei 
It  will  exclaim,  ruin,  nothing  but  ruin,  fighting 
bloodshed,  lamentation,  desolation,  anarchy,  def 
potism.     Must  it  still  go  on — 

"  Nevpr  ending,  still  beginning, 

Piglning  still,  and  still  de&'troying ; 
If  the  world  be  worth  thy  winning, 
Think,  oh  think  it  worth  enjoying." 

If,  sir,  the  sword  fs  yet  to  continue  the  drea 
arbiter  between  us,  while  I  do  not  undervalue  th 
courage  of  the  Federal  troops,  I  must  yet  ask  yo 
to  consider  the  motives,  the  strength ,  and  resource 
of  the  confederates. 

The  fatal  policy  that  a  blind  fanaticism  has  d 
rected  here  and  from  the  White  House,  has  suf 
plied  all  that  was  wanting  at  the  South.  I  d 
know  when  I  say  that  the  despondency  whic 
denounced  the  advent  of  the  Mayflower,  and  chai 
acterized  it  as  next  to  the  fall  of  Adam  the  greatef 
evil  that  had  afflicted  man,  was  relieved  when  th 
proclamation  of  ruin  was  made  against  every  rigl 
of  property,  of  liberty,  of  security  at  the  Sout. 
I  do  know  that  when  conscription  acts  were  ai 
raying  the  opposition,  not  only  of  the  people,  bi 
of  States,  and  bringing  despair  to  the  hopes  of  th 
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Jouth,  that  these  proclamations  raised  up  armed 
lien  as  volunteers  from  every  spot  of  ground,  and 
dded  ten  to  defend  the  firesido  where  conscription 
lenmnded  five  for  the  confederation.  Have  you 
onsiderod,  sir,  llie  motives  that  are  now  engaged 
it  the  South  in  supporting  tliis  fearful  contest,  oj- 
he  influence  they  must  natunilly  exert  over  the 
ninds  of  the  Federal  troops?  Does  the  execu- 
ioner  avert  his  face  wlien  the  ux  fulls  upon  the 
incerc  and  conscientious,  though  it  may  be  erring 
ife  of  a  countryman  ?  Sir,  the  judge,  the  Presi- 
ent,  the  Cabinet,  the  Congress  who  pronounce 
he  doom  m^  sit  cold  and  impassive,  removed 
rom  the  scene;  but  neillier  the  soldier  of  the  cross 
•r  of  republican  liberty,  of  Christianity  or  civil- 
irttion,  will  aid  to  strike  down  home  and  wife  and 
hildren.  Not  an  American  soldier,  not  one  man, 
/itli  a  soul  fit  for  the  destinies  of  heaven,  will 
xecute  the  horrors  demanded  by  these  procla- 
lations.  Manhood  recoiling  from  such  infernal 
ervice,  the  soldiers  themselves  will  stop  this  war 
■efore  raisin^  their  hands  to  help  the  merciless 
nd  inevitable  fate  denounced  against  sleeping* 
/omeii  and  helpless  children. 

Is  there  a  heart  of  man  South,  ay,  sir,  or  North, 
hat  will  not  pour  out  its  last  drop  in  such  a  cause? 
n  that  memorable  speech  on  conciliation  with 
America,  delivered  in  the  Britisli  Parliament  by 
l>e  great  Burke,  he  discovered  some  views  of  our 
alure  that  may  now  prove  instructive.  Speaking 
Dr  peaee  then,  as  I  do  now,  and  enumerating  the 
ifluences  that  distinguished  the  people  of  our 
orthern  and  southern  colonics,  he  said: 

"  Sir,  I  can  perceive  by  their  manner  that  some  gentle- 
leii  object  to  tli«  latitude  ot'  lliid  dericription ;  because  in 
le  BDUtliem  colonies  the  Cliur«li  of  England  Inrnis  a  large 
idy,  and  lias  u  regular  csiablisliniciit.  It  is  ciTtaiiily  true. 
hereig,  however,  a  cireuinsinnre  attending  tlicj^u  eulonies 
liich.  In  my  opinion,  nilly  counterbalances  this  dillerence, 
id  make.''  tJic  spirit  ol'  libi-riy  still  moru  high  and  hau<;luy 
lan  In  those  to  the  northward.  Ft  is  that  in  Virginia  and 
le  Cari>linas  they  have  a  vast  niullitude  of  slavi^s".  \Vhere 
iIh  is  the  case  In  any  partof  the  world,  those  who  are  free 
ri-  by  far  the  most  pmud  and  jealous  of  their  Ireednin. 
ruedoni  is  to  them  not  only  an  t'lijoynient,  but  a  kind  of 
ink  and  privilege.  Not  seeing  there  that  freedom  as  in 
iiiiilrii'S  where  it  is  a  common  blessing,  and  as  broad  and 
li  :ls  the  Dir,  may  bu  united  with  inui-li  abjcei  tull, 
:it  misery,  with  all  the  e.\i.i  inr  of  >.  rvlniile.  Iiln-ny 

iiiioiig  them,  like  sonieihiiig  that  i^  iii<ir>'  noble  aud 

il      I  do  not  mc'an,  sir,  to  enrnrneiid  the  -iiiierior  iiio- 

iliiy  111'  this  sentiment,  whieli  lias  at  least  as  imich  pride 

8  virtue  in  it ;  but  i  caiiiM>i  alter  tlic  nature  of  man.   Tin- 

ict  !••  -o;  and  these   peopl.-  of  the  southern  eulonies  are 

u.  ire  strongly,  and  vvnii  a  liiglier  and  more  slnblioni 

"ached  to  liberty  than  tlio^e  to  the  northward.  Such 
ilie  ancient coininonweallhs;  fiicIi  wereour(iotliic 

>r.., ;  such  111  our  days  were  the  I'ules  ;  and  such  will 

.■..  masters  of  slaves  who  are  nut  slaves  tlieuiselves.    In 

ich  a  people  the  haughtiness  of  domination  combines  with 

le  spirit  of  freedom,  fortifies  it,  and  renders  it  Invincible." 

Sir,  the  people  of  the  North  arc  profoundly  ig- 
orant  equally  of  the  nature  and  characteristics  of 
le  white  citizen  of  the  South  as  they  are  of  the 
ature  and  characteristics  of  the  negro. 

Why,  sir,  if  it  be  ascertained  that  we  can  no 
inger  be  united  in  harmony,  in  peace,  bringing 
rosperity  and  happiness  in  their  train,  why 
hould  a  union  be  enforced? 

If  the  consent  of  the  governed,  the  consent  of 
>  considerable  u  portion  of  those  who  have  now 
issolved  their  political  relations,  be  refused,  why 
ompel  at  such  fearful  cost  a  union  with  burning 


hate,  revenge,  and  eternal  discord?  There  is  no  " 
freeret^ublican  Union,  no  real  union  of  our  Amer- 
ican Slates  or  people  but  such  as  free  consent 
gives,  bringing  a  willing  obedience,  hiyalty,  and 
the  principles  of  public  virtue  to  su|i|iort  it.  No 
other  is  either  worth  creating  or  worth  preserv- 
ing. These,  sir,  were  the  sentiments  of  our  fore- 
fathers, and  will  be  of  our  posterity.  If  they  are 
not  ours,  it  is  because  we  are  blinded  by  passion. 
j  Mr.  Speaker,  we  an;  told  that  tlie  Almighty 
fixes  the  boundaries  of  nations;  that  the  rock- 
ribbed  mountains  and  the  flowing  rivers  are  the 
eternal  ligaments  that,  binding  inen  together  in 
one  union,  mark  ilie  limits  of  political  States,  and 
which,  being  the  work  of  his  hands,  we  must  not 
presumptuously  venture  to  disturb;  that  geogra- 
phy and  the  physical  things  of  the  earth,  and  not 
Its  peoples,  are  the  subjects  of  government. 

This,  sir,  is  a  beautiful  tUeory,  and  admirable 
for  its  moral  design;  but,  sir,  the  history  of  man 
and  his  governments  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world  refutes  it. 

'•  What  constitutes  a  State  ? 

Not  liigh  rais'd  battlements,  or  laborM  mound, 
Thick  wall,  or  moated  gate ; 

Not  cities  proud,  with  spires  and  turrets  crown'd; 
Not  bays  and  broad  arin'd  ports. 

Where,  laughing  at  the  storm,  ricli  navies  ride  ; 
Nor  starr'd  and  spangled  courts. 

Where  low-brow'd  baseness  wafts  perfumes  to  pride — 
No!  men,  high-minded  men, 

Men  who  their  duties  know, 
But  know  their  rights ;  and  knowing,  dare  maintain, 

Prevent  the  long-aimed  blow, 
And  crush  the  tyrant,  while  they  rend  the  chain — 

These  constitute  a  State. 
Sir,  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  further  into  this 
inquiry  than  to  point  to  the  records  geography 
herself  unfolds,  ali  round  the  world,  to  overthrow 
this  asserted  power.  1  do  not  venture  to  deny  the 
influence  that  the  laws  of  nature  exert  in  fixing 
the  boundaries  of  nations;  but,  sir,  1  dispute  their 
presiding  power.  The  limits  that  separated  our 
colonies,  the  pride  and  dominion  of  Slate  power, 
and  even  the  now  warring  spirit  of  secession,  are 
but  so  many  proofs  that  the  reformed  institutions 
we  have  attempted  to  establish  in  this  New  World 
of  ours  can  find  no  preserving  aid  in  the  physical 
plans  of  our  Creator. 
i  However  pleasing  to  our  hopes,  or  soothing 
to  our  an.xieties,  we  must  disiniss  these  delusive 
ideas.  Our  honorable  love  of  empire,  or  of  union, 
must  yield  to  the  nature  of  man,  and,  until  wccan 
alter  it,  be  contented  to  find  the  jurisdictions,  at 
least  of  free  government,  in  those  boundaries  his 
consent  or  his  |iassions  have  fixed. 

Can  all  the  rain  that  fails  upon  the  Alleghany's 
I  sides,  can   the  swift  torrents,   or  the  tides   thai 
I  swell  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  or  Rappahan- 
nock, or  Cumberland,  or  Mississippi,  wash  away 
I  from  kindred  hearts  the  memories  of  the  precious 
blood  this  cruel   war  lias  shed?     Can  mountains 
hide  from  sorrowing  eyes  those  graveyard  high- 
ways that  stretch  across  the  land — 

"  Wliere  every  turf  beneath  the  feel 
Hath  been  a  soldier's  sepulehie.'"' 
Or  rivers  sink   beneath  their  beds  the  whitened 
bones  that  choke  their  channels  up?     Can  home, 
and  all  its  fond  endearments,  smouldering  in  ashes, 
be  forgotten?  Can  the  agony  of  the  broken  heart 


be  cured?  Can  flaming  anger,  hate,  revenge,  be 
soothed;  or  pride,  ambition,  glory,  all  subdued  ? 
No,  Mr.  Speaker;  you  may  subjugate,  exterm- 
inate the  southern  people,  but  until  you  can  tear 
out  each  living  heart  and  throw  it  to  the  dogs  of 
war,  ^u  can  never  reunite  them  with  you  in  a 
political  union. 

I  shall  not  stoop  to  consider  in  a  comparison 
with  the  profound  motives  I  have  here  presented 
the  questions  of  material  interest  that  may  be  in- 
volved, or  count  in  mercenary  measures  the  pre- 
cious lives  of  my  countrymen. 

Sir,  the  vital  principle  of  our  Union  is  consent 
aiyl  not  force;  and  when  I  hear  the  advocates  of 
the  latter  appealing  to  "  the  nation"  and  "its  uni- 
ty," I  recognize  at  once  the  insidious  arguments 
for  a  centralized  power  to  be  erected  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  Republic.  And,  sir,  the  views  that 
find  inevitable  force  in  the  arrangements  of  our 
physical  geography,  have,  I  fear,  the  same  un- 
happy tendency. 

Until  my  honorable  ft^end  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Vallandigham] — whose  powerful  arguments  for 
peace  I  so  much  admire,  and  whose  sincere  de- 
votion to  !iis  country  I  have  so  much  reason  to 
know — can  "alter  the  nature  of  man,"  he  will 
pardon  me  for  rejecting,  as  I  do,  the  bright  hopes 
he  presents. 

It  is  the  part  of  wisdom  and  of  duty  to  recog- 
nize the  necessities  that  control  all  human  affairs. 
If  we  cannot  restore  all  that  is  lost,  let  us  at  least 
preserve  what  is  left.  If  we  cannot  reestablish  a 
political  union,  let  us,  while  saving  our  constitu- 
tional liberties,  retrieve  a  union  for  peace  and  for 
commerce. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  question  now  before  us  is  be- 
tween separation  and  subjugation.  Let  us  not  de- 
ceive ourselves.  We  must  choose  between  these 
fearful  alternatives,  and  take  the  olive  branch,  or 
closer  clutch  the  sword.  I  have  made,  sir,  my 
choice,  and  intend  to  abide  its  issue.  As  1  have 
from  the  first,  so  I  will  to  the  last,  stand  by  the  side 
of  peace  and  constitutional  liberty.  Rather  than 
the  havoc  of  this  desolating  war  with  its  appalling 
effects  shall  be  longer  continued  I  would  prefer  to 
see  the  Union,  the  States,  counties,  cities,  and 
towns  with  their  governments  all  separated  and 
dissolved,ifpeace  fully,  in  to  the  elements  of  society 
or  of  nature;  and  trust  to  find  in  the  wants  of  my 
fellow-men,  undebauched  by  the  lawlessness  of 
war,  yet  purified  by  the  adversity  of  their  failure, 
the  principles  and  motives  of  a  more  harmonious 
reconstruction  of  Government.  Rather  than  meet 


the  anarchy  or  despotism,  or  both,  that  are  now 
so  surely  approaching  us  in  the  background  of 
this  fraternal  strife  to  destroy  the  few  remaining 
sanctions  of  our  Constitution,  and  sink  every  hope 
of  any  union  and  all  free  government,  I  for  ^ne 
would  at  once  stop  this  war,  and,  recognizing  the 

GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE  StATES,  re- 
store peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness;  and  then 
try,  in  an  earnest  spirit  of  concifiation  and  honor- 
able compromise,  to  regain  all  that  may  be  prac- 
ticable. The  patriotism  and  valor  of  our  country- 
men has  been  vindicated ;  and  where  duty  has  been 
honorably  discharged,  no  censures  can  justly  rest 
upon  either  errors  or  misfortune. 

To  conclude,  sir,  let  me  repeat  that  if  I  am  to 
be  forced  to  lose  either,  I  prefer  to  save  the  Con- 
stitution of  my  country  at  the  expense  of  parting 
from  the  seceded  States. 

"  Patria  caia,  carior  Libertas." 

I  wish,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  give  notice  of  and  to 
present  the  following  resolutions  which  embody 
the  plan  of  adjustment  I  intend  to  propose,  and 
which  are  substantially  the  same  that  I  presented 
at  the  first  called  session  of  this  Congress: 

Whereas  the  deplorable  civil  war  now  existing  between 
the  Stales  heretofore  composing  our  Union  has  failed  to 
restore  it,  and  if  continued  longer  will  destroy  all  hope  of 
its  restoration  in  the  future,  as  originally  formed  and  main- 
tained by  our  Federal  Constitution,  and  no  other  political 
union  is  either  desirable  or  practicable  ;  and  whereas-,  the 
interests  of  humanity,  of  civilization,  and  the  future  of 
free  constitutional  government,  all  concur  in  requiring  that 
this  dreadful  contest  of  arms  should  be  terminated  :  I'iiere- 
fore, 

Be  it  resolved,  I.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  at  once 
to  appoint commissioners  to  effect  an  armistice  be- 
tween the  contending  armies,  and  to  secure  peace  at  all 
events.  2.  That  said  commissioners  be  empowered,  by 
compromise,  to  restore  the  Union  if  possible;  but  if  not, 
then  to  arrange  the  terms  of  a  peaceful  separation  from  the 
Union,  as  well  of  those  States  which  now  claim  to  have 
seceded,  as  of  such  others  as,  by  the  will  of  their  people 
in  sovereign  conventions  assembled,  may  hereafter  ordain 
to  secede ;  and  that  said  commissioners  be  solemnly  en- 
joined so  to  conduct  their  negotiations  as  to  secure,  liy 
every  proper  and  honorable  means,  if  practicable,  a  more 
liarmonious  and  permanent  reunion  of  all  the  States  in  a 
commercial  if  not  a  political  system.  3.  That  said  com- 
missioners make  a  report  of  their  transactions  to  Congress 
as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  such  legislation  may  be 
provided  as  may  be  necessary  to  assemble  the  people  of  the 
several  States  in  convention  to  determine  their  action  in 
the  premises.  4.  That  in  the  event  of  a  refusal  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  to  secure  peace,  and  the  oiiiy 
hopes  of  a  reunion  upon  the  terms  and  by  the  means  hep  in 
provided,  or  by  some  other  practicable"plan,  it  is  hereby 
recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  several  States  now 
composing  tlie  Union  at  once  to  taice  measures  to  effect 
these  objects. 


